
Hungry for education 

Aboriginal hunger strikers demand to have 

by M-J Milloy promises fulfilled 

With their right to education gered by memo from the fed- the constitution,” Kat/.el reit- rights’ with the Canadian gov- 

under threat, eight aboriginal eral government suggesting IT’S A RIGHT crated. ernment — including freedom 

students at the University of that the level of funds for abo- Accessibility aside, the strike She maintained that fund- from taxation and free educa- 

Victoria are approaching their riginal education would be is about protecting the inher- ing for education is a “down tion. 

18th day of a hunger strike. frozen at current levels in the ent rights of aboriginal people payment for lands taken dur- But the federal government 

On February 16, the strik- upcoming budget. guaranteed in the Canadian ing the colonisation of our has been silent on this rcspon- 

ers erected tents in the stu- Coming in the context of a Constitution. nations.” sibility And many find it un- 
dent union building of the projected increase in tuition “Indian people have a right The government’s respon- acceptable that Federal 

University of Victoria to start fees and cost of living, the to education. This right has to sibility for aboriginal educa- Minster of Indian Affairs Ron 

a diet of herbal tea, juice and freeze would further erode the be recognised by the federal tion — called a ‘fiduciary duty’ Irwin has yet to respond to the 

coffee. accessibility of education for and provincial governments if — was first recognised in the student demands for discus- 

“We want to be assured that aboriginal students. this issue is to be resolved,” Royal Proclamation of 1763. It sion. 

the federal budget, expected “280 aboriginal students said Jenny Blaikinship, a rep- was subsequently reaffirmed “They [the government] 
next week, will include an in- won’t be able to afford spaces resentative of the BC Union of in individual treaties made have a legal responsibility and 

crease in support for aborigi- at the university,” according Indian Chiefs (BCUIC). Both with First Nations, as well as we are not going to let them 

nal students," asserted Penny to Mansell Griffin, another the BCUIC and the Canadian the Constitution in 1982. water down our inherent 

Katzel, one of the striking stu- striking student. Federation of Students (CFS) In exchange for large por- rights and titles to the land,” 

dents. are supporting the strikers. tions of their territory, First said Renée Schilling, aborigi- 

Thè hunger strike was trig- “Our education is there in Nations negotiated ‘treaty nal issues representative for 

for the CFS. 

continued on page 9 
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I nternational Women’s Week at McGill 



Films... 

Monday March 4th 

•Sisters in the Struggle 
•A Company of Strangers 

Tuesday March 5th 

•A Vision in the Darkness 
•Kanehsatake: 270 years of 
Resistance 

Wednesday March 6th 

•Long Time Cornin’ 

•Forbidden Love 

Each night's series of films 
starts at 7:30pm in Thompson 
House (3650 McTavish 
between Dr. Penfield and Pine). 



T entative 
Events... 

Panel discussion on women of 
colour and education. Saturday 
March 9th. 

Discussion on gender, 
citizenship and the nation-state 
in the Middle-East, with Dr. 
Nahla Abdo. Saturday March 
16th. 

Reflections on the Beijing 
Conference, with McGill 
student Soriya Hassenali and 
other conference participants. 

Discussion about where the 
Third World debt comes from 
and how it affects women. 

Call McGill Women's Union for 

more details, at 

39S-6S23. 



Friday March I 

Screening of the film New View New Eyes, discussion with director Gitanjali to follow. 
The film is a poetic meditation on the filmaker’s voyage through India. 

Please call 398-6823 for time and place. 

Monday March 4th 

Discussion with Susan Sabadin, from Refugee Action. Recently, she became the first 
woman in Canada to be granted refugee status on the grounds of domestic violence. 
12:30-2pm, in room 425 of the Shatner Building (3480 McTavish). 

Tuesday March 5th 

Creative Career Development: What happens after graduation? How to find 
meaningful employment that reflects your values. Information on women-oriented 
employment resources. 

3- 5pm, room 302 of the Shatner Building. 

Wednesday March 6th 

Women’s Self-defense workshop, featuring a demonstration by ACTION. Bring 
comfortable clothing and a pillow. 

4- 7pm, in the Ballroom of the Shatner Building. Call 398-6823 to register. 

Jewish Women’s Circle Coffeehouse. 

8pm at Hillel House (3460 Stanley), all women welcome. 

Thursday March 7th 

Coffeehouse featuring women’s music, poetry and prose. 

Open-mike for women to share their own works or the works of others. Join in the 
friendly, relaxed atmosphere. 

Starting at 7pm, in the first floor café of Thompson House (3650 McTavish between Dr. 
Penfield and Pine). 

Friday March 8th is International Women’s Day 

2nd annual SSMU all-candidates debate addressing women’s concerns. Come to 
hear your future representatives’ views. 

12:30, in the Shatner Cafeteria. 



Training sessions for new Women’s Union Staffers 

will be held Mon. March 1 1, 4:30 pm Room 423 Shatner Building. 



During the Week... 

•Come and see our tables across campus to find out more about women’s 
groups on campus. 

•Raffle tickets on sale, proceeds will go to the Sexual Assault Centre of 
McGill Students’ Society. Prizes offered by Frenco, Le Mélange magique, 
Coles Bookstore, Le Stage and others. 

7 c? 
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Thanks to everyone for helping organize these events: McGill Women’s Union, Shakti Women of Colour Collective, Sexual 
Assault Centre of McGill Students' Society, Post-Graduate Students’ Society, and all the women who helped with organization. 

All events are open to both women and men unless otherwise specified. 
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The Nisga’a land settlement in 
B.C. and the Royal Commis- 
sion on Aboriginal People’s 
recent report recommending 
separate Aboriginal legal sys- 
tems should be lauded as crea- 
tive and constructive. After a 
long history of neglect, these 
proposals provide frameworks 
for accommodating Aboriginal 
communities in a just manner. 
It is thus with dismay that I 
read of the disdainful argu- 
ments forwarded by the Re- 
form Party, and by Gordon 
Gibson in the Globe and Mail 
(Feb. 20, 1996). 

In general, the proposals 
have been denounced for two 
reasons. Critics object to “ra- 
cially based" governments 
and legal systems on the 
grounds that these violate 
equality. Secondly, they claim 
that separate legal and gov- 
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emmental institutions subvert 
national unity rather than fur- 
thering it. These objections, 
however, miss the real issues. 

Aboriginal self-government 
involves cultural differentia- 
tion, no “racial segregation.” 
The high rates of mixed mar- 
riages between Aboriginals 
and other Canadians and the 
traditional practice of adopt- 
ing new members into native 
communities, dispel the no- 
tion that race is at play. 

That said, Aboriginals have 
distinct cultural approaches to 
law and order. Our system has 
not worked for them; indeed 
they have continually lost out 
in the name of “equality.” 
They possess the tools and tra- 
ditions to respond effectively 
to local issues. In settling land 
claims and in recognising their 
inherent governing and legal 



powers, Canada is recognising 
that alternate institutions pro- 
vide Aboriginals with a means 
of living with dignity, which 
we all deserve equally. 

The belief that land settle- 
ments and parallel legal sys- 
tems will endanger national 
unity is misplaced, because it 
misreads the Aboriginal 
project and the nature of a 
federation. The modern treaty 
process is based on negoti- 
ated, consensual agreements 
whose endpoint is not inde- 
pendent statehood, but more 
equitable power sharing. For 
most native communities, self 
government is a means to re- 
work the foundation so as to 
strengthen the overarching 
relationship. Legal and gov- 
erning powers are appropriate 
for Aboriginal communities 
which, unlike other minorities, 



signed treaties so as to pre- 
serve their way of life. Rather 
than insisting on underpin- 
ning universal values, we 
should recognise that conflicts 
will be overcome by recognis- 
ing differences, which can be 
incorporated into a more re- 
sponsive and respected sys- 
tem. 

I congratulate those in- 
volved in the Nisga’s settle- 
ment and the Royal Commis- 
sion for their attempt to re- 
construct relations in a prin- 
cipled and thoughtful fashion. 
Far from dividing Aboriginals, 
these proposals will 
strengthen the Canadian fed- 
eration by ensuring that Abo- 
riginal participation is mean- 
ingful. 



Kristen Boon, 
MA, Political Science 
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The Kashmir situation 

To the Daily, 

“Bharat N.C. Patel, PhD 2” 
has proved his worth as a 
propagandist and a racist. He 
has cleverly disguised anti- 
Muslim, anti-Catholic views 
with a guise of intelligence. 
However, there are some fun- 
damental truths that Patel has 
yet to reconcile. 

Firstly, Kashmir is occupied 
by India. And the real terror- 
ists in the region are the In- 
dian Security Forces. They are 
ones who have raped, tor- 
tured, killed, and terrorised 
the population. If Mr. Patel has 
any questions about this he 
should perhaps read the In- 
dian press, which is full of ac- 
counts of the operations of the 
Indian Security Forces. 

Secondly, Patel should un- 
derstand that no attack was 
ever made by any letter or 
article in the Daily, on Hindu- 
ism. Attacks were made on the 
conduct of the Indian Security 
Forces, on the Indian occupa- 
tion of Kashmir and on his 
assertions about the nature of 
Muslims, Muslim societies and 
Muslim freedom fighters. 

Thirdly, other readers of 
the Daily should realise that 
in the article pertaining to 
Kashmir, one of the main 
points presented by Khalid 
Hasa was the demilitarisation 
of the region and respect for 
human rights. What opposi- 
tion do Mr. Patel and other 
letter writers to the Daily have 
to demilitarisation of Kashmir 
and respect for human rights 
in the region? 

Fourthly, Mr. Patel has 
based his arguments more on 
his assumptions about the 
writers of the article in ques- 
tion than anything else. I 



would like to know what other 
“anti-Hindu, anti-Indian vit- 
riol" Ahmer Qadeer has 
spewed. 1 would also like to 
know why Mr. Patel has cho- 
sen to attack St. Francis 
Xavier? Is it perhaps a veiled 
attempt at deriding Mr. 
Mathias’ religion? This would 
not be out of line for the type 
of inane and immature argu- 
ment we have been advocated 
from, one Mr. “Bharat N.C. 
Patel, PhD. 2”. 

Michelle Goothnilayakam 
Science U2 

TAs call for justice 

To the Daily, 

Some clarification to the 
article about the TA strike vote 
(February 26). 

The “overall picture of the 
faculties” actually reveals that 
salaries vary from $7/hour in 
some Fngineering and Science 
departments to S21/hour in 
Arts. Five years ago, Arts TAs 
were responsible for 50 stu- 
dents — nowadays the 
number of paid hours is often 
over 100! This increased ratio 
comes with no increase in the 
number of paid hours, and 
means that TAs are forced to 
undertake a massive amount 
of unpaid overtime to ensure 
that the quality of education 
provided to undergraduates 
remains high. This has a sig- 
nificant effect on the time 
spent with each student and 
has a very negative impact on 
their own research. 

The issue of vacation pay is 
very simple — all employees 
are required by law to pay at 
least 4 per cent vacation pay. 
The vast majority of depart- 
ments have (allegedly) not 
been complying with this ba- 



sic employee right. Com- 
plaints have been made to the 
Commission des Normes du 
Travail in an effort to rectify 
this. Departments arc now 
claiming that they have been 
paying vacation pay all along 
— effectively leading to a 3.3% 
cut in salary. 

Graduate faculty regula- 
tions limit full-time graduate 
students to 12 hours of work 
per week — yet many TAs are 
being forced to work in excess 
of 20 hours/week since McGill 
is cutting back the number of 
TAs being employed. These 
TAs receive no overtime for 
their extra hours and do not 
have the option of refusing to 
do it if they expect to ever re- 
ceive another TAship. 

AGSEM will continue to ne- 
gotiate with McGill — our 
members have given a clear 
mandate for strike action — it 
is up to McGill to decide 
whether a strike will be nec- 
essary. 

Hugh Potter 

Co-ordinator 

AGSEM- McGill's TA union 

A worthy cause 
undermined 

To the Daily, 

I am writing in response to 
the article that you printed on 
Monday, February 26 regard- 
ing the current student initia- 
tive to cease business with any 
corporation investments in 
Burma, most notably PepsiCo. 

The author, Roberta 
Laucke, directly misquoted 
student organisers of the cam- 
paign to the extent of invent- 
ing entire sentences. In par- 
ticular, I cite, “People are be- 
ing killed... The Students’ So- 
ciety is legitimising what’s go- 



ing on. We realise people are 
being killed and that is more 
important than drinking 
Pepsi.” Not only are these sen- 
tences badly written, but they 
were never spoken in the first 
place: in fact, it appears that 
they were included only for 
the sake of provocative sensa- 
tionalism. Although it was 
clearly not the author’s intent 
to imply that it is more impor- 
tant to kill than drink Pepsi, 
her fabricated generalisations 
detract from the credibility of 
student organisers and their 
initiative. 

Furthermore, in the very 
first sentence, the author says 
that students will be asked in 
an upcoming referendum if 
they wish to cease doing busi- 
ness with any company that 
invests in Burma. In fact, this 
question has only just been 
submitted to the Judicial 
Board for consideration and 
has not yet been approved for 
the referendum ballot. 

The question of human 
rights in Burma today is of the 
utmost seriousness, and its 
treatment here at McGill is an 
extremely newsworthy event. 
I believe firmly in the McGill 
Daily’s mandate on campus, 
and I maintain that the liberal 
media is an institution crucial 
to our society’s welfare, even 
at the university level. How- 
ever, your message should not 
be conveyed at the expense of 
well-written, accurate journal- 
ism. You are not only discred- 
iting yourself with articles like 
these, but also doing damage 
to the perspective you repre- 
sent. 

Tim Edwards, 
Political Science U3 
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Fighting 

for Democracy 

Students push for vote on CASA 

by Roberta Laucke membership 
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Ever since McGill’s under- 
graduate Students’ Society 
(SSMU) voted to join the Ca- 
nadian Alliance of Student As- 
sociations (CASA) last year, 
some of their constituents 
have been trying to get out. 

“Members of the SSMU 
never consulted [students] 
when deciding to join CASA. 
The decision was completely 
undemocratic,” noted Sarah 
Schmidt, a councillor of the 
Post Graduate Students’ Soci- 
ety (PGSS). 

But in less than a week 
undergrads may finally get 
their say — if the question on 
CASA membership ever ap- 
pears on the spring referen- 
dum ballot. 

At least 500 students peti- 
tioned the Students’ Society to 
add a binding question to the 
ballot, asking students 
whether or not they wanted to 
stay in the troubled organisa- 
tion. 

SSMU President Helena 
Myers and VP External 
Andrea Stairs — who 
doubles as CASA’s 
Quebec Regional Coor- 
dinator - tried to block 
the referendum ques- 
tion. 

Myers seemed reluc- 
tant to respect student 
wishes on the matter, 
and pushed for a plebi- 
scite instead of a bind- 
ing referendum ques- 
tion. Said Myers, Council 
should not be “legally bound 
to a student mandate on 
CASA." 

In this atmosphere, the 
SSMU-appointcd Chief Return- 
ing Officers (CROs) have also 
proved reluctant to support 
the student-initiated referen- 
dum question. 

After one revision and three 
separate rulings from the 
CROs, the student-initiated 
CASA question has finally 
made its way to the SSMU Ju- 
dicial Board. Its ruling on 
whether the question will ap- 
pear on the spring ballot is 
expected today. 

CONFUSION OR CORRUP- 
TION? 

CROs Joya Balfour and Warren 
Tranquada rejected the first 
question as “blatantly biased 
against CASA,” and reversed 
their acceptance of the revised 
version, finally ruling it “mis- 
leading.” 

Clubs and Services Rep 
Chris Carter expressed frustra- 
tion with all the reversals, but 
insists that students will get 
their say. 

“We had written up a ques- 
tion that was to be on the bal- 
lot but the CROs decided it was 



unclear and unfair. Now we 
have taken this question to the 
judicial board. If we get ap- 
proval we’ll use it, if not we’ll 
make another one, get 500 sig- 
natures and get it on the bal- 
lot. Regardless, their will be a 
CASA question,” said Carter. 

The revised question claims 
that “allegations of the misap- 
propriation of funds on the 
part of the former Interim 
National Executive Director of 
CASA [Patrick FitzPatrick] 
have been turned over to law 
enforcement officials...” 

The statement refers to last 
January’s fiasco, when CASA 
fired FitzPatrick from his top 
position and asked Ottawa 
police to investigate charges 
regarding a fraudulent cheque 
for S225 and a theft of 
S2 000. 

According to the CROs, 
CASA’s asking the police to 
investigate charges of fraud 
and theft does not constitute 
turning “allegations of misap- 



propriation of funds... over to 
law enforcement officials." 

Balfour said they rescinded 
their initial acceptance of the 
question on the basis that 
CASA has not yet officially 
pressed charges against 
FitzPatrick. 

Despite the CROs misgiv- 
ings, the situation has many 
students expressing growing 
concern about putting their 
needs in CASA’s hands. 

“The allegations [against] 
Pat FitzPatrick of fraud and 
stealing are serious. He was 
supposedly stealing from 
CASA’s membership and that 
is every McGill student. I 
would encourage McGill stu- 
dents to pull out,” said 
Schmidt. 

"CASA receives a lot of fees 
from us and we have yet to sec 
what they have done,” Carter 
agreed. “They did nothing to 
protest against tuition hikes. 
They do nothing on student 
issues," he said. 

But Stairs insisted that stu- 
dents should stand behind the 
organisation. “I do not feel that 
it would be appropriate to pull 
out of CASA. We are founding 
members and we already paid 
this year and could not get our 
fees back,” she said. 



“It would be wrong to pull 
out of CASA because they have 
given us so much and they 
might not survive if we leave 
now,” Stairs continued. 

Contended Schmidt, "I 
think CASA offers no services. 
They have nothing on campus 
and do no lobbying,” she said, 
adding that SI 7 000 a year is 
too much to pay for no serv- 
ices. 

CAN CASA REPRESENT 
YOUR NEEDS? 

Some students think the Ca- 
nadian Federation of Students, 
the other national student or- 
ganisation, would better rep- 
resent their needs on all lev- 
els of government — espe- 
cially after their successful 
coordination of the February 
7 National Day of Action. 

“We meet with government 
officials all the time. We raised 
public awareness to the cuts 
on February 7 and we stopped 
the income contingent loan 
plans from happen- 
ing last January. We 
are constantly ensur- 
ing and bringing up 
student issues. CASA 
does not serve this 
function,” said local 
CFS executive Brad 
Lavigne. 

But CASA National 
Director Alex Usher 
maintained that his 
organisation also 
serves student interests. 

“We do a lot of the same 
stuff. We have made serious 
changes. We made sure that 
students would be eligible for 
loans. We were on the Hill eve- 
ryday for two weeks and took 
it to the government.... We 
also got our message to the 
universities to spend money 
better if the government can’t 
afford [to subsidise] educa- 
tion.” 

But Schmidt expressed con- 
cern about CASA’s compla- 
cency regarding shrinking 
government transfer pay- 
ments. “CASA excepts cuts and 
structural problems with fi- 
nances,” she said. 

She added that the turn-out 
on February 7 showed that 
thousands of students across 
Canada clearly think educa- 
tion is a right which deserves 
to be subsidised. 

Carter maintained that 
CASA is not adequately ad- 
dressing students’ most press- 
ing concerns, especially in this 
time of budget cuts and social 
transformation. 

“From the time that we 
joined CASA we have been try- 
ing to get out. But the VP Ex- 
ternal won’t let,” Carter con- 
cluded. 



"The allegations of Pat FitzPatrick of 
fraud and stealing are serious. He 
was supposedly stealing from 
CASA 's membership and that is 
every McGill student. I would encour- 
age McGill students to pull out, " 
Sarah Schmidt, PGSS councilor. 
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ÜS UNIVERSITY OF CALGARY 

NSERC/1NDUSTRIAL CHAIR IN BITUMINOUS MATERIALS 
MSc AND PhD POSITIONS AVAILABLE 



Students interested in pursuing graduate studies in basic and applied research 
on a variety of materials and technologies and in basic materials science arc 
invited to contact the NSERC/Industrial Chair in Bituminous Materials The 
available positions will he of interest to students wishing to pursue careers in 
transportation, industrial rheology, theoretical sciences, bituminous materials, 
paving mixes, and polymers in engineering. The Chair's focus is on the 
development of new paving materials and technologies utilising post consumer 
wastes; recycled tires and other manufacturing side-stream or recycled materials. 



Modem laboratory facilities are available for the development and characterization 
of different engineering materials. The Chair is well financed and students can 
expect a reasonable level of financial support. 

For further information please contact: 



Dr. Ludo Zanzotto 
Chair in Bituminous Materials 
Dcparlment of Civil Engineering 
University of Calgary 
2500 University Drive N.W. 
Calgary, Alberta, Canada T2N IN4 
Tel: 403 220-89 1 8 Fax: 403 282-7026 
E-mail: fransham@cnci .ucalgary.ca 
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STANDING UP TO UNCLE SAM 

Canadians support Cuba against US blockade 



by Anup Grewal 

Early Saturday morning, two 
flotillas of anti-Castro Ameri- 
cans floated into the Florida 
straits to lay wreaths for the 
pilots downed in last week’s 
shooting incident. They were 
closely tailed by a large escort 
of American naval and air 
forces — bolstered for the oc- 
casion. 

The scene closed a week of 
US posturing, after Cuba 
downed two Cessna aircraft 
flown into its airspace by the 
Miami-based, anti-Castro 
Brothers to the Rescue. 

The ceremony was to show 
Cuba that the US won’t back 
down on its renewed efforts to 
isolate the communist govern- 
ment and will maintain its in- 
ternational embargo for its 
alleged “human rights viola- 
tions.” 

But in Montreal, Cuban soli- 
darity groups held their own 
demonstration on Saturday. 
They protested the US’ stance 
on Cuba and its efforts to bully 
the international community 
to support its blockades. 

“We arc hopeful that 
Canada will stay on the side 
of Cuba,” commented 
Maurizio Guerrardo, one of 
the coordinators of the Bri- 
gade Québec-Cuba. 

"Whether Canada is for or 
against [Fidel Castro’s govern- 
ment], it should accept the 
sovereignty of a country," he 
continued. 

SUPPORTING CUBA 

Across the country, other 
groups are also asking the Ca- 
nadian government to main- 
tain its tics with Cuba, despite 
US pressure to join the sanc- 
tions. 

Cuban support organisa- 
tions in Vancouver are circu- 
lating a national petition ask- 
ing the Chrétien government 
not to bow to US muscle-flex- 
ing in the UN. 

Last Tuesday, American 
ambassadors got the UN Secu- 
rity Council to support a state- 
ment that, after being watered 
down, “strongly deplores” 
Cuba for shooting down the 
two planes. 

Canadian Labour Congress 
President Bob White sent a let- 
ter to Canadian Foreign Min- 
ister Lloyd Axworthy in re- 
sponse, imploring him to take 
a stand. 

“The double standard 
practiced by the United States 
in continually imposing an 
embargo against Cuba while it 
maintains commercial rela- 
tions with other countries who 
are violating human rights in 
an atrocious fashion, must be 
the subject of international 
critique." 

Here in Montreal, the effort 



began about a week before 
this latest rise in US- Cuban 
tensions. 

The Carrefour Culturel de 
l’Amitié Québec-Cuba antici- 
pated that the US would take 
a hardline against Cuba at the 
52nd session of the United Na- 



Fidel Castro’s brutal regime.” 
Guerrardo said there is no 
justification for the US’ 
rhetoric. “For the US, human 
rights are: different political 
parties, different candidates 
and the vote. That has noth- 
ing to do with human rights. 




tions Commission of Human 
Rights which convenes this 
week. It circulated a petition 
to L.H. Legault, Canadian Rep- 
resentative to the commission, 
last week. 



Human rights are things like 
education for all, that all 
have something to eat,” he 
said. 

Added Guerrardo, “a block- 
ade bv the US on Cuba is a hu- 



man rights violation itself be- 
cause it is causing a lot of dif- 
ficulty in Cuba." 

But with a US presidential 
election in the works, this lat- 
est incident may be an oppor- 
tune way for the anti-Castro 
lobby to re-invoke a hardline 
on Cuba — a line 
many Cuban exiles 
in the US feel has 
been slipping. 

Last year, Presi- 
dent Clinton and 
Castro agreed to an 
immigration policy 
allowing Cubans 
with family in the US 
to enter the country 
more easily. 

This reduced the 
necessity of “rescu- 
ing” Cubans suppos- 
edly trapped in 
Castro land, and un- 
dermined the posi- 
tion of groups like 
Brothers to the Res- 
cue. 

The anti-Castro 
lobby has been fur- 
ther weakened by 
the growing desire 
in the American 
business commu- 

nity to trade with 

Cuba. 

Guerrardo thus sees the 
Brothers to the Rescue latest 
incursion into Cuban airspace 
as an "utter provocation” to 
put Castro back into a bad 
light. 



CANADA NOT TO BE 
BULLIED 

Guerrardo admitted that it 
may be difficult now to gar- 
ner support for Cuba at this 
week’s UN Commission on 
Human Rights. 

“More than 75 per cent of 
the media coverage [on the 
Cuba-US issue] is from the US 
which says that the Cubans are 
criminals. People may believe 
them, so it may be harder." 

But Canada looks like it may 
take a stand against US bully- 
ing. 

The business sector is 
likely to keep its ties with 
Cuba, and Chrétien’s meet- 
ing with members of the Car- 
ibbean community in Guy- 
ana this week may yield a 
joint declaration against the 
position of the US. 

Foreign Minister 

Axworthy said, “We are mak- 
ing a number of representa- 
tions to a wide variety of coun- 
tries... [to get] a broad-based 
consensus to indicate to the 
Americans that this is not ac- 
ceptable.” 

Demonstrations will con- 
tinue throughout the week. On 
Wednesday, the Cuba solidar- 
ity groups in Montréal will 
gather at the International 
Civil Aviation Organisation, 
which has been mandated by 
the UN Security Council to in- 
vestigate the shooting inci- 
dent. 



“ We... are appealing to you 
to take into account public 
opinion at home as well as a 
growing world public opinion 
which are demanding the re- 
jection of the US accusing 
Cuba of violations of human 
rights,” reads the petition. 



Ontario on strike 



by Hypatia Francis and Zachary Schwartz 



MORE THAN MEETS THE 
EYE 

In light of the recent plane 
shooting, however, countries 
maintaining ties with Cuba 
face mounting pressure from 
the US — which is determined 
to penalise anyone who sides 
with Cuba. 

A controversial bill intro- 
duced by Republican Senators 
Jesse Helms and Dan Burton 
last year, to effectively isolate 
Cuba and its trading partners, 
has gained new momentum. 

The bill u'ould allow any 
foreign company trading or 
investing in Cuba to be sued 
in US courts, and would man- 
date the US government to 
turn away any employees of 
these companies. 

Helms pontificated that the 
shooting down of the planes 
by Cuba is an “act of terror,” 
which “is a scaring indictment 
of the European and Canadian 
policies of engagement with 



Mike Harris is not a popular 
man right now. In the past two 
months, public support for 
Ontario’s Conservative Party 
has dropped by roughly 20 
per cent. 

Last week in Hamilton, On- 
tario, at least 100 000 people 
protested the Ontario Pre- 
mier’s budget cuts. Among the 
peaceful demonstrators were 
nurses, women’s groups, la- 
bour groups, social welfare 
groups and church leaders. 

Timed to coincide with the 
City of Hamilton’s hosting of 
the annual Conservative Party 
convention, the mass action 
demonstration sent a clear 
message of the extent of the 
impact Harris’ cuts are already 
proving to have. A similar 
strike was held in London, 
Ontario in December. 

The strikes arc a wide- 
spread response to Mike 
Harris’ slashing of social pro- 
grammes, hospital and post- 



secondary education funding. 
Aaron Vcgh at the Silhouette, 
McMaster university’s student 
newspaper, pointed out that 
the demonstration was unique 
in that it protested a govern- 
ment’s entire policy, not just 
a specific issue. 

Although McMaster stu- 
dents did not lend their voice 
to the mass demonstration — 
it occurred during reading 
week — their faculty’s con- 
cerns were vocalised in a qui- 
eter manner. 

Professor William Smyth, a 
representative of McMaster 
University, was granted a seat 
at the round table discussion 
with the Tories. “There has 
been an absence of long-term 
thinking about university 
funding,” commented Smyth. 
“They [the government] seem 
to be in a big hurry." 

The Harris government has 
responded to past demonstra- 



tions, at the Ontario legisla- 
ture, violently, in a manner 
Ontarians have never wit- 
nessed. 

As a result, mass mobilisa- 
tion is occurring across the 
province to an extent reminis- 
cent of the 1930s, according 
to many community activists. 

“We’re building a move- 
ment,” said Judy Darcy, presi- 
dent of the Canadian Union of 
Public Employees. “This is 
unstoppable.” 

Many activists are hoping 
that similar strikes may occur 
across the country in response 
to the massive cutbacks hap- 
pening not only at provincial 
levels but also federal ones. If 
this were to happen, Canada 
may prove to be following the 
lead of France, where unions 
across the country joined in a 
general strike to protest the 
French government’s similar 
“balance the budget” drive. 
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REORGANISATION OR DETERIORATION? 

New community orientation of health care 

faces many challenges 



By Andrea Mason 



Major restructuring of the 
Québec health care system is 
already underway, but the re- 
sources needed to pave the 
way for a smooth transition 
are not yet in place. 

The restructuring is part of 
provincial health minister 
Jean Rochon’s plan to move 
towards increased ambulatory 
care. This will mean one-day 
surgery, shorter hospital 
stays, early discharge and 
acute post-operative work be- 
ing done in the home. A 
number of services which 
have been the responsibility of 
hospitals in the past will be 
shifted under the jurisdiction 
of CLSCs (Quebec’s commu- 
nity health centres). 

According to Luc Leblanc, 
communications agent for the 
Coalition montréalaise pour la 
défense des services sociaux et 
de santé, Montréal hospitals 
will sustain a net loss of $190 
million and the money will not 
be returned to any sector of 
the health care system. "It is 
not true that more services 
will be provided for less 
money,” asserted Leblanc. 

The recent changes have 
created anxiety among pa- 
tients and their families. Ac- 
cording to Nicole Moir of the 
Fédération de l’Age D’Or du 
Québec, a Montréal-based sen- 
ior citizen’s group, people are 
concerned that the necessary 
support will not be there af- 
ter they have been discharged 
from hospital. “People are 
scared that the home care sys- 
tem won’t work, they’re scared 
that the money won’t be there 
and they’re scared about 
shorter stays in the hospital,” 
said Moir. 

Arthur Sandborne, spokes- 
person for a coalition of com- 
munity groups and unions 
concerned with the health re- 
forms, affirmed that these are 



legitimate fears. “The transfor- 
mation involves people taking 
care of themselves at home — 
everything from administer- 
ing chemotherapy to taking 
out stitches. People don't learn 
how to do these things in 
school,” declared Sandborne. 

And it is often difficult for 
health care workers to offer 
much reassurance to patients 
in the face of imminent cuts 
and restructuring. 

“Health care workers are 
insecure about the changes. 
It’s hard to tell patients not to 
worry when they don’t believe 
the changes can be made suc- 
cessfully themselves,” com- 
mented Sandborne. 

These concerns arise 
out of a more general 
worry about cuts to 
health care funding at all 
levels. "Everything put 
together equals severe 
anxiety for patients," 
said Moir. 

CLSCS TRY TO BEAT 
THE CLOCK 

But home- and commu- 
nity-based health care 
does have the potential 
to function effectively. 
According to Laurie 
Gottlieb, Director of 
Nursing at McGill, people of- 
ten do better when cared for 
at home and many do not re- 
quire lengthy hospital stays. 
She believes in a need to 
reconceptualise health care 
with an emphasis on illness 
prevention, health promotion 
and increased collaboration 
between health care profes- 
sionals, patients and their 
families. “There is a need to 
bridge hospital and home 
services. The problem with the 
old system was the lack of a 
liaison between hospital and 
home,” she asserted. 

Gottlieb sees the changes as 



a chance for health care pro- 
fessionals, including doctors, 
nurses, psychologists and so- 
cial workers, to work together 
to deliver more comprehen- 
sive health care. “There will be 
a collaboration of disciplines 
rather than the existing hier- 
archical structure," predicted 
Gottlieb 

Moir, however, questions 
the ability of the CLSCs to fill 
this gap. “The CLSCs are in 
turmoil as they try to reorient, 
and adjust their services. 
There doesn’t seem to be a 
rational plan,” she said. 

The essential problem is not 




CLSCs face challenge to give adequate service 



the direction of Rochon’s 
changes, but the manner in 
which they are being imple- 
mented. Many in Montréal’s 
health care sector believe 
Rochon’s plan, Virage 
Ambulatoire, exhibits a lack of 
careful planning and adequate 
funding on the part of the gov- 
ernment. 

“The cuts will cause prob- 
lems, not the ideas themselves. 
The changes could work with 
enough money and planning,” 
said Leblanc. 

Sandborne echoed this sen- 
timent. “There isn’t enough 
money to make the transfor- 



mations. They’re reorganising, 
not downsizing, and you need 
money to reorganise. But they 
[the Montreal Regional Health 
Board] are cutting five to six 
per cent of their health care 
budget. It’s not going to work. 
The government is trying to 
make a 20 year transforma- 
tion of the way we deal with 
health care in 1 8 months. The 
whole thing is going to fall 
apart,” he predicted. 

Leblanc also criticised how 
rapidly the changes are being 
made. He cited the five 
Montréal hospitals which 
closed recently in the face of 
massive pro- 
tests. “Doctors 
E were gone be- 

1 fore the hospi- 
8 tals had even 
| closed. There 
£ wasn’t enough 

2 time to adjust to 
£ the changes,” he 
S said. 

Q For Gottlieb, 
Rochon’s plan to 
dismantle the 
present hospital 
structure 
presents a sig- 
nificant chal- 
lenge because 
“health care us- 
ers have been socialised to use 
the hospital as the major en- 
try point into the system, for 
everything from sore throats 
to panic attacks.” 

And while many such prob- 
lems can be dealt with at the 
CLSCs, Gottlieb believes that it 
takes a generation to learn 
how to use the health care sys- 
tem in a new way. 

“This is a paradigm shift in 
the way we administer health 
care in Québec,” she declared. 

WHERE WILL THE BURDEN 
FALL? 

In the past, the responsibility 



of caring for the ill fell to fam- 
ily members, who were as- 
sisted by a support network of 
extended family and commu- 
nity structures. After the 
médicalisation of health care 
in the 1930s, Canadians came 
to depend on hospitals for all 
types of medical care. Now, 
the responsibility is shifting 
back to communities and 
families, who are often ill- 
equipped to handle the de- 
mands of caring for sick rela- 
tives themselves. 

Frequently, this burden of 
responsibility falls on the 
shoulders of women. “As soon 
as the hospital finds out that 
the patient has a wife at home, 
he is discharged. The hospital 
immediately assumes that she 
will be able to care for her 
husband without checking to 
see if she has time or is capa- 
ble,” commented Sandborne. 

As people find themselves 
floundering in a disorganised 
public health care system the 
privatisation of services seems 
unavoidable to some. 

“When there is a need, peo- 
ple look for solutions,” de- 
clared Gottlieb. “Privatisation 
is inevitable if the government 
doesn’t move quickly.” 

Moir was in agreement as 
she commented that “the 
health care system may be- 
come two-tiered — one for the 
rich and one for the poor. The 
question is, ‘Will they be 
equally good?’ 

According to Leblanc, the 
privatisation scenario could 
easily be avoided. He asserted 
that “the government is capa- 
ble of paying for adequate 
health care. They’re just not 
looking hard enough for the 
resources.” Leblanc suggested 
the fair taxation of big busi- 
ness as an effective way for the 
government to raise the nec- 
essary funds. 




1. BANGLADESHI STU- 
DENTS SUBJECTED TO 
UNPROVOKED POLICE 
RAID 

Students in Bangladesh were 
victims of an early morning 
police raid. Police and the 
armed forces have been zeal- 
ous in their drive to collect 
arms to put a dent into anti- 
government groups in Bang- 



ladesh. 

The pre-meditated raid on 
two student residences was al- 
legedly due to their support 
for the Awani League, the ma- 
jor opposition party. 

Students were brutally 
beaten and their property sto- 
len or broken. The officers 
also fired on students, accord- 
ing to Shahicul Alam, an eye 
witness of the raid. 

Six students were taken to 
the hospital in critical condi- 
tion. Their current status is 
unknown. 1 5 more were taken 
to the hospital and reported 
missing, while 95 students 
were arrested during the raid. 
Teachers have demanded the 
release of the students, many 
by resigned in protest. 

- source: 
alt.activism. progressive 



2. STREET CHILDREN’S 
RIGHTS ABUSED BY THE 
GUATEMALAN NATIONAL 
POLICE 

Guatemala’s National Police 
force has been one of the larg- 
est culprits in over 60 cases of 
human rights violations 
against street children during 
1995, according to a report 
released on January 2 1 by the 
organisation Casa Alianza. 
These violations include beat- 
ings, illegal arrests, murders, 
and seven cases of disappear- 
ances. 

In its annual report, Casa 
Alianza presented over 250 
unresolved cases of human 
rights violations. Bruce Harris, 
Latin America director of Casa 
Alianza, said of the human 
rights cases "not one has been 
resolved by the supposed sys- 



tem of justice... We arc very 
disappointed that the govern- 
ment of ex-president Ramiro 
de Leon didn’t fulfill its many 
promises to work in favor of 
street children and that the 
reigning violence and impu- 
nity has been worsened." 

Casa Alianza is a humani- 
tarian organisation that gives 
shelter and refuge to over 300 
street children in Guatemala 
and Antigua. 

- source : Cerigua Weekly 
Briefs, 
alt.activism.progressive 

3. CAMPAIGN OF OPPRES- 
SION BY THE AL-KHALIFA 
REGIME IN BAHRAIN 

With the Al-Khalifa regime si- 
lencing its opposition, over 
2 000 arrests have been made 
in Bahrain during the past few 



months. According to the Bah- 
rain Freedom Movement, “any 
person who delivered a speech 




or a sermon during the past 
months has been detained and 
taken to unknown locations. 
Many prisons are now full of 
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Not keeping up the bargain 



(continued from PAGE 1) 



The result of the Federal gov- 
ernment’s disregard for abo- 
riginal student’s guaranteed 
rights to education is that less 
aboriginal students are in uni- 
versities and colleges, and 
more are being forced to as- 
sume a higher portion of the 
cost of their education them- 
selves. 

In B.C., the shortfall be- 
tween aboriginal needs and 
federal funding is over 
SI million in the last seven 
years, according to Jean 
Karlinski, the author of Mak- 
ing the case for more funding, 
a CFS research paper on abo- 
riginal education. 

This funding gap comes out 
of changes in the way Ottawa 
distributes funds for aborigi- 
nal students going to College 
or University. 

“In the last 20 years, fund- 
ing was moved from a demand 
driven system to a fixed fund- 
ing system with distribution of 
funds based on provincial 
aboriginal population,” ex- 
plained Karlinski. 

Previously, all aboriginal 
students accepted into post- 
secondary education were 
funded by the federal govern- 
ment. However, as costs for 
the federal government are 
rising because more aborigi- 
nal students are attending uni- 
versity — and more people arc 
being considered ‘aboriginal’ 
after the passage of Bill C-3 1 
— the policy has changed. 

The government now clas- 
sifies aboriginal students into 
four categories based on their 
position in school. Graduate 
students, at the top of the list 
are given top priority for 
funds, while mature students 
are at the bottom of the list. 

In other words, aboriginal 
students now have to jump 
two hurdles in order to attend 
university. Beyond being ac- 
cepted at a university, they 
also have to compete for gov- 



ernment funds. 

And in 1994, the federal 
Liberal government placed a 
cap on funds available to abo- 
riginal students through gov- 
ernment programmes. It also 
froze the amount of money to 
be given to each student to 
support tuition and expenses. 

What this has meant is that 
the holes in the system “are 
so big that you can drive a 
mack truck through them,” 



Canada, but for the increas- 
ingly strained relationship 
between the federal govern- 
ment and many First Nations. 

For Royce Wilson, Manitoba 
vice-chief for the AFN, the Lib- 
eral failure to adequately ad- 
dress the concerns of aborigi- 
nal students is yet another ex- 
ample of promises unfulfilled. 

“When we take a look at the 
Red Book [of Liberal promises 
in the last election campaign], 



The government's responsibility for aboriginal edu- 
cation — called a ‘fiduciary duty' — was first recog- 
nised in the Royal Proclamation of 1763. It was 
subsequently reaffirmed in individual treaties made 
with First Nations, as well as the Constitution in 
1982. 



said James Wassaaykeesic, an 
aboriginal student at Trent 
University in Ontario. 

At the University of Victo- 
ria, for example, the govern- 
ment only provides S2 000 
for tuition for an undergradu- 
ate education — when tuition 
costs have risen to $2 554 
since 1989, according to 
Karlinski’s report. 

The situation for a student 
at the BC Institute of Technol- 
ogy is even worse. The govern- 
ment provides only S2 200 
for tuition and books; leaving 
a student to make up almost 
$2 233 on their own. 

“Despite its fiduciary re- 
sponsibility for providing edu- 
cation for First Nations people, 
the federal government’s poli- 
cies reflect steadily declining 
support for First Nations’ ac- 
cess to post-secondary educa- 
tion," wrote Karlinski. 

RED BOOK OF EMPTY 
PROMISES 

The federal government’s pro- 
posal to freeze funding for 
next year could not have come 
at a worse moment — not only 
for aboriginal students across 



we see a lot of commitments 
to First Nations. But nothing 
has come to light.” 

During the last federal cam- 
paign, the Liberals made a 
number of promises to abo- 
riginal peoples, in the hope of 
“renewing the partnership” 
between aboriginal and non- 
aboriginal Canadians. 

Not only did Chretien’s 
party promise to produce a 
policy on self-government, 
they also pledged invigorated 
financial support for aborigi- 
nal health, housing and edu- 
cation programmes. 

Most importantly, the gov- 
ernment promised meaningful 
dialogue between First Nations 
and the government on issues 
of importance to First Nations 
leaders and communities. 

The post-election perform- 
ance of the Liberals, though, 
has left many First Nations 
leaders spectacularly unim- 
pressed. 

According to Wilson, even 
though the Liberals did deliver 
the promised policy on imple- 
menting the inherent right to 
self-government, “this policy 
has been condemned by First 



Nations across the country.”. 

He believes that the Liberal 
promises on health and edu- 
cation have been side-tracked 
by the over-arching desire to 
reduce the federal deficit by 
slashing government pro- 
grammes. 

“The promises that deal 
with financial resources are in 
the hands of the Minister of 
Finance and the Treasury 
Board who have determined 
how much each government 
department will get," said 
Wilson. 

“They are not upholding 
their fiduciary duty towards 
the First Nations,” he con- 
cluded 

“The fiduciary duty has 
been expressed in [Canada’s] 
courts as a trust obligation to 
the First Nations. But they 
don’t even listen to their own 
courts.” 

A RIPPLE EFFECT OF 
NEGATIVITY 

The federal government’s lack 
of commitment to aboriginal 
education is also causing in- 
creasing social problems in 
First Nations communities 
across Canada. 

“We’ve got a long list of stu- 
dents in Manitoba who are 

"Indian people have a 
right to education. This 
right has to be recog- 
nised by the federal and 
provincial governments if 
this issue is to be re- 
solved. " 

Jenny Blaikinship, BC 
Union of Indian Chie 

waiting in their home commu- 
nities for funding so that they 
can go to school,” according 
to Wilson. 

He believes the number in 
Manitoba is over 10 000 and 



increasing every year. 

“It has a very negative ef- 
fect in many communities. It 
has an economic and social ef- 
fect because there is so very 
little economic development 
in our communities. We can’t 
keep up with the growing 
numbers," caused by less 
funding for education. 

The students exacerbate the 
growing shortage of housing 
in many First Nations commu- 
nities. As well, they arc a drain 
on already overextended 
health and recreational serv- 
ices. 

The funding cuts “couldn’t 
come at a worse time," 
Wassaykccsic commented. 

“There are more people in 
these communities who want 
to be educated,” he said. 
“They want to make their com- 
munities better places by get- 
ting more educated people in 
them." 

“If they don’t have a chance 
to participate, things in these 
communities are never going 
to change,” he maintained. 

Wassaykccsic also believes 
that the real cost of cuts to 
education funding will be- 
come more obvious as time 
goes on. 

“There is going to be a price 
to all of this... more social 
problems in our communi- 
ties.” 

Although he believes it is 
unfortunate that the Victoria 
University students have to re- 
sort to a hunger strike to make 
their demands clear, 
Wassaykccsic supports their 
actions. 

"They are justified; they 
have a right to be concerned 
about their future. They’re not 
just talking about themselves, 
but for the generation that will 
follow and the one after that.” 

with files from the Martlet, 
University of Victoria 



innocent people picked-up 
randomly from the streets.” 
Sheikh Abdul Amir Al- 






Jamri, one of the country’s 
leading opposition Figures, has 
been one target for attack. On 
January 23, riot police raided 



a mosque where he was lead- 
ing prayers. The people inside 
were brutally attacked and the 
mosque was pillaged. 

The Al-Khalifa regime jus- 
tifies these oppressive meas- 
ures by citing popular upris- 
ing caused by Iran. The 
Bahraini opposition, however, 
states that it advocates human 
and civil rights by restoring 
the dissolved parliament of 
1975 through peaceful, inde- 
pendent, and popular meas- 
ures. 

-source: IGC News Desk, 
ait.activism.progressive 

4. EL SALVADOREAN UNION 
WORKERS PROTEST 
PRIVITISATION 

Public sector workers in El Sal- 
vador have waged a highly vis- 
ible campaign against the gov- 



ernment’s move to downsize. 
Following a March on January 
4, members of a union at the 
Ministry of Public Works held 
a sit-in and hunger strike in 
the Metropolitan Cathedral. 

The campaign was intended 
to protest the elimination of 
15 000 jobs outlined in the 
government’s 1996 budget. 
This move has targeted jobs 
that have been occupied by 
organised workers and trade 
union members in an effort to 
move toward privitisation. 
Specifically, the protesters de- 
manded that the government 
reinstate 1 000 workers and 
review the elimination of 551 
other jobs. 

The sit-in targeted the Ca- 
thedral under renovations in 
preparation for a visit by Pope 
John Paul II. Protesters hoped 
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to prompt the government to 
get repairs on schedule for the 
early February visit. 

To keep the demonstration 
peaceful, protesters evacuated 
the building after nine days. 
Marina de Aviles, a human 
rights advocate, stressed that 
the move on the part of the 
union was to show that they 
were willing to be flexible, and 
hopes that the government 
will follow suit. 

-source: Committee in Soli- 
darity with the People of El 
Salvador 

5. NUCLEAR REACTOR 
ACCIDENT IN BULGARIA 

On January 3 1 , an accident at 
an experimental plutonium 
reactor in Dimitrovgrad re- 
leased a tonne of radioactive 



steam into the atmosphere. 
According to the engineer that 
operates the reactor, Research 
Institute of Atomic Reactors 
(NIIAR), reported that there 
were no victims even though 
radioactivity levels were 20 
times higher than normal, ac- 
cording to “Echo Moskvy,” a 
broadcast station. 

The heads of the govern- 
ment environmental protec- 
tion committees went to the 
accident site and concluded 
that the accident was much 
more serious than engineers 
reported. 

-source: Anti-Nuclear Cam- 
paign at Socio-Ecological Un- 
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McGill's Voice in 
Québec 

To the Daily, 

Vote YES to a CFS-Québec 
fee levy 

PGSS’s referendum period 
is coming up. Graduate stu- 
dents will be asked to estab- 
lish a Canadian Federation of 
Students-Québec levy of $3.05 
per member, per semester 
($1.70 for additional session 



students). I strongly urge you 
to vote YES. Here’s why. 

With our national member- 
ship dues, the CFS has given 
PGSS a strong and effective 
presence with the federal gov- 
ernment in Ottawa. In the last 
six years, the CFS has forced 
the federal government to 
drop its plan to apply the 
Goods and Services Tax to tui- 
tion fées, successfully con- 
vinced it to scrap the 3% ad- 
ministrative tax placed on all 
Canada Student Loans, suc- 
cessfully lobbied it to increase 



the weekly loan limit for 
Canada Student Loan recipi- 
ents, and forced the federal 
government to halt the imple- 
mentation of the Income Con- 
tingent Loan Repayment Plan, 
a funding mechanism which 
would result in massive tuition 
fee hikes and student debt. 

We need as strong and as 
effective a presence in Quebec 
City. The PQ government 
wants to cut millions of dol- 
lars from education, to be off- 
set by tuition fee increases. 
The PGSS has no voice at the 



provincial level. The 
Fédération Etudiante 
Universitaire du Québec 
(FEUQ) cannot speak for 
McGill graduate students. 
FEUQ is a staunchly 
sovereigntist organisation and 
accepts uncritically the PQ 
government’s agenda. Gradu- 
ate students at McGill have no 
other option but to make our 
own CFS-Québec stronger by 
establishing a provincial levy. 
The levy would be used for 
research, campaigns, member- 
ship development, translation 



and to ensure that graduate 
programs in Québec are ad- 
equately and fairly funded. If 
you want to help fight for a 
system of post-secondary edu- 
cation that is accessible to eve- 
ryone, then vote yes to the 
CFS-Québec levy for a stronger 
CFS-Québec. 

Sarah Schmidt 
Member, External Affairs 
Committee, 
local 79 Canadian Federa- 
tion of Students 
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If your place of ordinary resi- 
dence is in the federal riding 
of Lac-Saint-Jean, Papineau- 
Saint-Michel or Saint-Laurent- 
Cartierville in Québec, Humber- 
St. Barbe-Baie Verte or Labrador, 
Newfoundland or Etobicoke 
North in Ontario, you may have 
the right to vote on Monday, 
March 25, 1996, the day a 
federal by-election will be held 
in each of these six ridings. 
To be eligible to vote, you 
must be a Canadian citizen 
and at least 18 years of age on 
Monday, March 25. 



If you will be unable to vote 
on Election Day, Monday, 
March 25, or during the 
Advance Polls, on Saturday, 
Monday or Tuesday March 16, 
18 and 19, you can vote by 
Special Ballot either in person 
at the Office of the Returning 
Officer of one of the above 
ridings or by mail. 



Pick up a copy of the regis- 
tration form entitled "Voting 
by Canadians Away from 
their Ridings" at your Student 
Association or Registrar's Office. 
Or call the toll-free number 
below. 



/ hf non part nun agency 
mpomih ] e b the conduct of 
federal i li-t nmn and referendun , 



Élections 

Canada 
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Crowne Plaza gives workers dirty deal 



by Wayne Hiltz 

O n December 24, 1993, 
180 hotel workers 
were preparing to cel- 
ebrate the holidays when they 
heard the terrible news. 

The downtown Crowne 
Plaza Hotel’s new management 
company, which had just taken 
over, told them their services 
were no longer needed. 

“It’s a hell of a bloody feel- 
ing," said John Brieden, 6 1 , who 
served for 14 years in 
housecleaning. “You go home on 
Christmas Eve to tell your wife 
that you’ve got no more job.” 
When the former manage- 
ment company, Rosdev, de- 
clared bankruptcy two weeks 
before, the workers were as- 



Union still fighting after two years 



The King of Canadian comedy! 



sured that they would keep 
their jobs and working condi- 
tions once the new manage- 
ment took over. 

But the downtown hotel lo- 
cated at 420 Sherbrooke West 
never shut down despite the 
bankruptcy. 

Chantal Deschamps, a 
chambermaid and then-presi- 
dent of the Confédération des 
syndicats nationaux (CSN) lo- 
cal representing the hotel 
workers, recalled that replace- 
ments were already arranged 
even before the original staff- 
ers were out. 

The bankruptcy not only 
left the workers out on the 
street without severance, va- 
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WIN A PAIR OF TICKETS!! 

Help loosen things up around 
here. Turn some frowns upside 
down! The first three people who 
come down to Shatner B03 and 
chase away the February blues 
win 2 tickets for the show.... 
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Enrich your university experience by taking credit 
courses at McGill as a special or visiting student 
Share ideas and broaden your knowledge with students 
from other universities 
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Montreal 

Choose undergraduate or graduate courses 
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• day or evening 
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7043, send e-mail to summer@education.mcgill.ca, or return 
this coupon to Summer Studies, Faculty of Education, 
3700 McTavish Street, Montreal, Quebec H3A 1Y2. 
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cation, or sick days pay, 
totaling S230 000, it also al- 
lowed the hotel to bust the un- 
ion, and rid itself of S3. 5 mil- 
lion in owed taxes and debts 
to suppliers. 

For Deschamps, the whole 
thing reeks of a facade by the 
hotel’s manag- 
ers, present 
and past. 

“I have abso- 
lutely no doubt 
that it’s a phony 
bankruptcy,” 

Deschamps 
said. 

The fact is 
that the build- 
ing in which 
the hotel is lo- 
cated, is still 
owned by 

Michael 
Rosenberg, di- 
rector of 

Rosdev, the 
second largest 
real estate company in Québec. 

Furthermore, the company 
managing Rosdev’s bank- 
ruptcy shares the same busi- 
ness address, while the new 
manager of Crowne Plaza had 
previous business connections 
to Rosenberg. 

"Even though we don 't 
always have proof, 
we're sure that [bank- 
ruptcy is declared] 
specifically in some 
circumstances to get 
rid of the union and a 
good collective agree- 
ment, " FTQ lawyer 
Gaston Nadeau. 



But Rosdev refuses to take 
any responsibility for the 
workers now. 

“Mr. Rosenberg says that 
only the [hotel's] walls belong 
to him, not the insides,” ex- 
plained Deschamps. 

But she can’t help but won- 
der why — if Rosenberg has 
no links with the previous 
workers — he met with the 
CSN in March 1994 to try to 
work out a back-to-work set- 
tlement? 

LOOPHOLES IN THE LA- 
BOUR CODE 

The story of the Crowne 
Plaza workers has as much to 
do with relations between the 
hotel and its workers, as with 
the discrepancies in the exist- 
ing Québec Labour Code. 

Section 45 of the Labour 
Code states that a new em- 
ployer is bound by the collec- 
tive agreement of the certified 
union already employed on 
the premises. 

The exception to this legal 
obligation is a business trans- 
fer by ‘judicial sale” that is 
usually ordered by a court af- 
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ter a bankruptcy. 

It is this exception to the 
rule that some employers are 
using in order to break unions 
and get rid of debts. With 
bankruptcies increasing dra- 
matically in recent years, the 
number of “questionable" 



incnts to Section 45 are one so- 
lution but added that other op- 
tions must also be considered. 

While the light over Section 
45 has been pushed to the fore- 
front of the CSN’s political 
agenda, the ex-employees of the 




downtown 
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Fight against union busting continues... 



business failures is also prob- 
ably on the rise. 

“It’s very difficult to find out 
whether it has been a loophole 
used in good or in bad faith," 
said Fédération des travailleurs 
et travailleuses du Québec 
(FTQ) lawyer Gaston Nadeau. 

According to Nadeau, the 
FTQ which represents many 
private sector workers in the 
province, has come across 
situations where a business is 
not doing too well so the 
owner decides to declare 
bankruptcy, and makes ar- 
rangements with a potential 
buyer to purchase the busi- 
ness through the trustee. 

“Even though we don’t al- 
ways have proof, we’re sure 
that it was done specifically in 
some circumstances to get rid 
of the union and a good col- 
lective agreement," he said. 

The CSN itself, which is the 
largest union in the province, 
has been trying 
for over 10 years 
to close the loop- 
hole in the Labour 
Code. 

The CSN pro- 
posal asks that 
Québec adopt 
amendments 
that would 
transfer the col- 
lective agree- 
ment and work- 
ers’ rights to a 

new employer 

when they continue a busi- 
ness’ operations, in whole or 
in part — whether or not it’s 
the result of a bankruptcy. 

Louise Hard, the former 
Québec Labour Minister, set 
up a task force last year to look 
into the matter. But with the 
recent appointment of a new 
provincial labour minister, 
CSN Vice-President Roger 
Valois said the union must re- 
new its efforts to strengthen 
the Labour Code. 

Nadeau agreed that amend- 



" We're fighting for not 
only our own jobs and 
benefits, but also to 
change Section 45 so 
that other workers don't 
find themselves in the 
same situation, " 
Chantal Deschamps, 
former employee of the 
Crowne Plaza. 



Crowne Plaza 
brought the fight to 
the streets two 
years and have 
been picketing ever 
since. 

They are de- 
manding not only 
that their jobs be 
given back, with 
the benefits they 
had before, but also 
that get back their 
union's certifica- 
tion. 

D e s c h amps 
pointed out that 
Rosenberg may 
have believed that 
the workers, many 

of whom arc over 

50 years old, would only kick up 
a fuss for a few weeks. 

But two years later, half a 
dozen former workers arc still 
taking turns picketing in front 
of the hotel for five days each 
week, handing out flyers to 
hotel guests and passersby. 

Crowne Plaza pickcters also 
greet passengers coining out 
of Dorval Airport, handing 
them fliers and asking them 
not to go to the iiotel during 
their stay in Montréal. 

Meanwhile, the CSN contin- 
ues to pressure both the gov- 
ernment and the hotel. 

The CSN is appealing the 
Québec Labour Tribunal’s re- 
cent decision not to uphold 
the hotel union’s certifica- 
tion. They also want 
Rosenberg’s company 
(109454 Canada Inc.), not 
the management company, 
to be recognised as the re- 
sponsible parly for that cer- 
tification. 

And last 
June, the CSN 
started a boy- 
cott campaign 
against the 
Crowne Plaza 
that has so far 
received the 
support of 
over 2 000 
unions in 
Canada, the 
United States, 
and Europe. 

“To fill the hotel, they’ve 
had to lower room rentals to 
motel rates,” Deschamps said. 

Having become a cause 
eelebre within the union 
movement, the Crowne Plaza 
fight has taken on a larger sig- 
nificance for workers’ rights. 

“We’re fighting for not 
only our own jobs and ben- 
efits,” Deschamps said, 
“but also to change Section 
45 so that other workers 
don’t find themselves in the 
same situation.” 
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SSMU REFERENDUM 



QUESTIONS 



The following questions will appear on the ballot during 
the spring SSMU referendum, to be held March 13-15, 
1996 with an advance poll held on March 7, 1996. 

McGill Niahtline 

Whereas the McGill Nightline is facing closure due to the 
cessation of funding by the McGill Alma Mater Fund at 
the end of the current academic year; 

Do you agree to pay the McGill Nightline a fee of 25 
cents per semester to be collected by the SSMU, with the 
understanding that opting-out of the fee is possible, and 
that if more than 509f of the members of SSMU opt-out, 
then funding will cease. 

1. Yes 

2. No 

SSMU Library Improvement Fund 

Whereas students consider libraries libraries one of the 
priorities in their education; 

Whereas the SSMU Library Improvement Fund will 
supplement resources normally provided by the 
University; 

Do you agree to pay $10 per semester as a full-time 
undergraduate student ($5.00 per semester as a Part- Time 
Undergraduate student) in accordance with SSMU by- 
laws Section 3. Article 6 to an SSMU Library 
Improvement Fund to he collected by the SSMU with the 
understanding that opting out is possible? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

Burma 

Whereas the United Nations. Amnesty International, and 
Human Right Watch Asia have documented widespread 
abuses such as rape, torture, murder and forcible 
relocation in Burma, and; 

Whereas Lévi-Strauss, Eddie Bauer, Maey’s. Li/. 
Claiborne. Amoco, and Petro-Canada have pulled out of 
Burma, and as Levi- Strauss representatives have said, it 
is impossible to do business in Burma "without directly 
supporting the military government and its pervasive 
violations of human rights,” and; 

Whereas the Students' Society of McGill University and 
McGill University previously joined an effective 
international boycott of corporations doing business in 
South Africa; and 

Do you mandate the Students’ Society of McGill to 
officially, publicly, and repeatedly condemn and petition 
corporations, including financial institutions, and their 
corporate umbrellas to withdraw from the Union of 
Myanmar (Burma)? 

1. Yes 

2. No 



Creation of The Committee For Financial 
Ethics Research 

lo ensure that the Students’ Society of McGill University 
is equipped to act in a socially responsible manner, do 
you mandate the Society to amend its constitution as 
proposed in the attached document? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

Proposal for Amendments to the SSMU 
Constitution and Bv- Laws 

All amendments are in bold type 
CONSTITUTION 

ARTICLE 2- PURPOSE 

2.5 The Students’ Society of McGill University is 
committed to demonstrating leadership in matters of 
human rights, social justice and environmental 
protection and understands the direct and indirect 
effects corporations and businesses have on their 
social, political, economic, and environmental 
surroundings. 

ARTICLE 7- COMMITTEES OF COUNCIL 

7.1 The following shall be added to the list of standing 
committees: 

• I’he Committee for Financial Ethics Research 

The terms of reference of these committees, except for the 
executive and the Committee for Financial Ethics 
Research, shall be inscribed in the By-Laws of this 
Constitution. 

SECTION II - EXECUTIVE COMMITTEE 
ARTICLE 8- THE COMMITTEE 

8.2 The Executive Committee shall have all the powers of 
the Council between meetings of the Council except that 

it shall not: 

- enter the Society into any financial arrangement 
with any organization autonomous of the Society, 
prior to receiving recommendations from the 
Committee for Financial Ethics Research. 

SECTION IIA - THE COMMITTEE FOR 
FINANCIAL ETHICS RESEARCH 
ARTICLE 8A- THE COMMITTEE 

8A.1 There shall lie a body of the Society called the 
Committee for Financial Ethics Research. 

8A.2 The duties of the Committee shall be: 

- To review all contracts and financial agreements 
before they are signed by the society 

- To research the business ethics of corporations who 
do business or will do business with the society 
according to the context of article 2.5 in the present 
constitution. 

- To inform the student body of their findings. 




8A.3 The Committee shall submit for ratification to 
each regular meeting of Council a report of all matters 
upon which it has acted since the previous Council 
meeting. 

8A.4 The Committee shall he composed of the 
following individuals: 

- The Vice- President Finance 

- Two (2) members of Council of w hich a minimum of 
one (1) shall be a Clubs Representative. 

- Four (4) Financial Ethics Research Advisors elected 
in accordance with this Constitution and By- Laws. 

ARTICLE 14- TERMS OF OFFICE 

14.1 All elected officers, councillors, student 
representatives, and Financial Ethics Research 
Advisors hold office front... 

BY- LAWS 

BY- LAW I - ELECTORAL AND 
REFERENDA REGULATIONS 
ARTICLE 2- GENERAL ELECTIONS 

2. 1 Nominations for executive officers, student Senators, 
the undergraduate representative to the Board of 
Governors, and the Financial Ethics Research Advisors 
shall be opened for... 

2.4 Nominations must be signed by the number of 
members of the Society as follows: 

- seventy- five (75) for nominations for the 
undergraduate representative to the Board of Governors 
and the Financial Ethics Research Advisors... 

CASA Plebiscite 

The following plebiscite will appear on the ballot: 

Whereas the Canadian Alliance of Student Associations 
(CASA) is a national student organization. 

Whereas the SSMU Council is now seeking a mandate 
from the student body on whether SSMU should be a 
member of the Canadian Alliance of Student 
Associations. 

Do you as a student at McGill University, mandate the 
Students’ Society of McGill (SSMU) to be a member of 
the Canadian Alliance of Student Associations (CASA)? 

1. Yes 

2. No 

Additional Questions on Ballot 

In addition to the above plebiscite and referendum 
questions, voters in the SSMU Spring Election and 
Referendum will be asked to complete a short survey 
from SSMU and a short survey from QPIRG. Please also 
be advised that the placing of two additional student 
initiated referendum questions on the ballot arc pending a 
ruling from the SSMU Judicial Board. 
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LEGAL CHANGES URGED 
FOR FIRST NATIONS 

Report finds discrimination in 



by Samer Muscati 

OTTAWA (CUP) —Aboriginal nations 
within Canada should have the right 
to create and administer their own 
laws, according to a new royal com- 
mission report released on February 
23. 

The report concludes that abo- 
riginals are over-represented in 
the courts and prisons across 
Canada. They are also more likely 
to be denied bail and twice as 
likely to end up in prison than 
other Canadians. 

Currently, 1 3 per cent of the in- 
mates in federal penitentiaries are 
aboriginal people even though they 
represent less than 5 per cent of the 
Canadian population. 

“The over-representation of abo- 
riginal people in [Canada’s] court 
systems and prisons casts a long 
shadow over Canada’s claim to be a 
just society," states the report. 

“The Canadian criminal justice 
system has failed the Aboriginal peo- 
ple," it concludes. 

The commission recommends 
that an aboriginal justice system be 
created, including a separate Crimi- 
nal Code, court system and penal- 
ties. 

The report also points out that the 
high levels of aboriginal crime are 
linked to the experiences of coloni- 
alism, which have “systematically un- 
dermined the social, cultural and 
economic foundations of Aboriginal 



justice system 

peoples, including their distinctive 
forms of justice.” 

The commission says that the cur- 
rent European-style justice system 
emphasises punishment, and does 
not work for aboriginal people. A 
separate system would ensure a more 
holistic approach, as aboriginal soci- 
eties focus on healing and working 
with the offender in the context of 
the community. 

“Aboriginal conceptions of justice 
must be understood as part of the 
fabric of social and political life rather 
than as a distinct, formal legal proc- 
ess,” says the report. 

William Badcock, a legal council- 
lor with the Aboriginal justice di- 
rectorate — a division of the fed- 
eral justice department — says that 
the government is committed to 
considering justice alternatives for 
aboriginal peoples. 

The S18 million directorate runs 
pilot projects in native communities, 
and has initiated programs such as 
healing circles and sentencing circle 
projects. 

“[The report] is in the process of 
being reviewed," said Badcock. “We’re 
already on track with many of the rec- 
ommendations." 

The S58 million Royal Commission 
on Aboriginal Peoples was established 
in 1 99 1 , and is expected to submit its 
final report to the federal government 
later this year. 



SSMU does its job 
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Maintained Zakhour, the poster was just a flood 
marketing tool. But if a "good marketing tool" 
must degrade women to sell an event, it seems 
most students want no part of it. • 



Over the vehement protests of 
Management Rep. Marianne 
Zakhour, Council passed the 
following motion with a clear 
majority last Thursday night: 

“Whereas Article 2.3 of the 
SSMU Constitution states that 
all society endeavours shall be 
undertaken with full respect 
for human dignity and with- 
out discrimination on the ba- 
sis of, but not limited to, gen- 
der, age, race, ethnic or na- 
tional origin, religion, sexual 
orientation, mental or physi- 
cal disability, language or so- 
cial class. 

Be it resolved that all 
posters advertising the 
Management Under- 
graduate Society’s leap 
year bash be removed 
from the Shatner Build- 
ing immediately by the 
SSMU porters. 

Be it further resolved that 
the posters not be used dur- 
ing tomorrow night’s activity. 

Be it further resolved that 
the Students’ Society VP Uni- 
versity Affairs and President 
write a letter to the Manage- 
ment Undergraduate Society 
diplomatically expressing 
their reasons for the decision." 



PCB polluted Irving Whale still underwater 

Environmentalists disagree about how to remove it after 25 years 



by Kate Maloney 

D ubbed “the time bomb" 
by environmental 
groups, the Irving Whale 
is a potential environmental dis- 
asterwaiting to happen. For the 
past 25 years, the ship wreck has 
remained at the bottom of the 
Gulf of the St. Lawrence river. 
Now, with last year’s discovery 
that PCBs (polychlorinated 
biphenyls) exist in the barge, 
controversies have erupted 
which have delayed its removal 
even further. 

The barge, formerly owned 
by the Irving Oil Co., sank while 
carrying 4 200 tons of oil on 
September 7, 1970 — 60 km 
northeast of North Point, P.E.I. 
and west of the Magdalen Is- 
lands. The sinkage resulted in 
the loss of 1 000 tons of PCB- 
contaminated oil wiiich was 
washed up onto the shores of the 
Islands. 

Before the discover}' of the 
PCBs, the government had 
planned to remove the wreck in 
a single, or two-point, power lift. 
According to Daniel Green, co- 
président of the Société pour 



Vaincre la Pollution (SVP) and 
opponent of the plan, if spillage 
of the PCB-contaminatcd fuel oil 
occurred during the lift, “There 
would be an uncontrollable loss 
of containment... the PCBs would 
be lost with no possibility of re- 
covery.” 

But Vincent Jarry of Envi- 
ronment Canada secs the lift- 
ing of the barge as the best 
method. “The original plan was 
the safest [method] for the 
diver,” adding that "it is sim- 
ple, takes less time, and the 
stress on the barge is under the 
critical level." 

Greenpeace Québec and the 
SVP on the other hand believe 
that because there is a great risk 
of a spill occurring, other possi- 
bilities should be considered. 

Although the government 
recognised that oil would be lost 
from the lift — gathering all 
available oil-skimming equip- 
ment in preparation for a large 
spill — the predicted size of the 
spill was not made clear to the 
public, probably in an attempt 
to assuage fears of another en- 



vironmental disaster. 

Matthew Brantley of 
Greenpeace Québec said that 
if PCBs were released, they 
would cause a decline in cer- 
tain species of marine mam- 
mals, such as the beluga 
whale, and would destroy the 
snow crab fishery. 

On June 23 of last year, weeks 
before the government plan was 
to be implemented, Irving Oil 
announced that the barge con- 
tained 8 000 kg of PCBs before 
the sinkage. Shortly after, an in- 
junction soon filed by the SVP 
terminated the plan. 

The amount of PCB material 
remaining in the Irving Whale 
and the proper method to re- 
move the barge are still uncer- 
tain. Controversy regarding the 
proper method has revolved 
primarily around two possible 
methods. 

One is the original two-point 
power lift which continues to be 
supported by Environment 
Canada. The other method, pro- 
posed by such groups as 
Greenpeace and the SVP, is to 
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pump the oil out of the barge 
before lifting it. 

Two independent consult- 
ant firms and three external 
scientific experts have been 
hired by the federal govern- 
ment to investigate the issues. 
But Greenpeace Québec pre- 
dicts that the government will 
choose the least expensive 
method of removal — which 
may not necessarily be the 
safest. 

The financing of the opera- 
tions is also an important ques- 
tion. The government has al- 
ready spent much of the S 1 2 
million allotted to the plan on 
preparing for the lift operation, 
leaving no additional funding for 
the management of a full-scale 
spill of the oil and PCBs. 

PCBs are one of twelve per- 
sistent organic pollutants (POPs). 
POPs are synthetic materials 
which evaporate easily into the 
atmosphere, strongly resist deg- 
radation, and arc fat-soluble. 

PCPs are relatively insoluble 
in and heavier than sea water. 
Once the PCBs are lost, they are 



virtually unrecoverable from the 
ocean floor as current technol- 
ogy is not sufficiently advanced 
enough. Aroclor 1 242, the PCB 
material in the Irving Whale, was 
used in the heating system to 
keep the Bunker C oil — the kind 
of heavy oil used — in a liquid 
state during transit. 

Although Greenpeace Québec 
and Environment Canada 
strongly disagree as to the ap- 
propriate method of removing 
the Irving Whale, each group 
believes that a significant 
amount of time was spent by the 
government as well as the pub- 
lic ignoring the wreck’s exist- 
ence. Bramley stated that “No 
one in the position of power gave 
a damn.” According to Jarry, it 
was simply the case of when 
“you don’t see something, you 
don’t care about it.” 

Whether an agreement be- 
tween the opposing groups will 
ever be reached is uncertain, but 
some time around March 1 1 , the 
data gathered by the consultant 
firms and scientific experts is 
expected to be released. 




^ Monday, March 4, 1996 

EventsEventsEventsEventsEventsEventsEventsEventsEvents 



MONDAY, MARCH 4 

• McGill Hong Kong 
Dragon Students' Associa- 
tion Book Fair from March 4 
to March 8 on ground floor 
Leacock, daily from 9h to 16h. 
Featuring Chinese novels, non- 
fiction, essays and English books 
concerning Chinese culture. 

• AMI Q.uebec (Alliance for 
the Mentally 111) offering an 



Evening Support Group for 
families, spouses, siblings and 
adult children of the mentally 
ill. 19h30, 4333 Cote Ste. 
Catherine Road. 486-1448. 

• McGill Committee for 
International Women's 
Week film festival. Thomson 
House, 3650 McTavish. Sisters 
in the Struggle will be followed 
by A Company of Strangers 



starting at 17h30. 

TUESDAY, MARCH 5 

• McGill Committee for 
International Women's 
Week A Vision in the Dark fol- 
lowed by Kanehsatake 270 Years 
of Resistance. Thomson House, 
19h30. 

• Barstool Prophets and 
Atomic Folk play The Caba- 



ret, 2111 St. Laurent, S7. 

WEDNESDAY, MARCH 

6 

• McGill Committee for 
International Women’s 
Week A Long Time Cornin' fol- 
lowed by Forbidden Love. 4th 
floor Thomson House, 19h30. 

• Professor Michael Mann 
from the Department of Sociol- 



ogy, UCLA speaks on “Facists”. 
Leacock 26, 17h30. 

• Scrivener Launch Party, 
refreshments. Arts Council 
Room, 17h. 

• Students for Social Re- 
sponsibility guest speaker 
Reed Cooper from OPIRG 
Carleton:human rights in Burma 
and the evils of Pepsi. Leacock 
232, 16h30. 







V.P. INTERNAL 



photo 

not available 



BOULAKIA, Charles 

Experience with PGSS 
includes Biochemistry 
representative, Internal Affairs 
Committee (where I picked 
this years’ movies and updated 
inloMcGill), and Newsletter 
Coordinator. Position means 
’guy who’s in charge of TH’, 
and I want beer specials and 
more events (and Friday Night 
Dancing). Hey - I’m 
acclaimed, so approve me 
(there’s no one else running!) 



SENATOR (PHD) 
photo 

not available 



ROONEY, Neil 



CARLSON, Linda 

Experience: 

- My involvement with the 
I’GSS for the past three years 
includes my current 
term as VP University Affairs, 
two previous years as council 
rep. 

Goals: 

- 1 am committed to 
promoting Graduate Students’ 
rights and representation 
throughout the University 
Community. 

- 1 will assure competent 
management of the PGSS and 
Thomson House. 

I am dedicated to the PGSS; 
enthusiastic, experienced and 
reliable. 



TARGETT, Stephen 

I have a proven record 
fighting for graduate 
student rights on campus 
and fighting the cuts to 
post-secondary education 

Re-elect a president with 
the leadership experience 
and the commitment to 
fiscal responsibility to 
effectively manage the 
Post-Graduate Students’ 
Society. 

Re-elect Stephen Target!, 
President. 



V.P. UNIVERSITY 



KHAN, Saad 

My focus is you, the student, 
as an individual. I will 
promote student involvement 
in decision making on 
curriculum and 
administrative committees, 
awareness of current events, 
create inter-faculty and inter- 
départemental programs, 
oppose fee hikes and gain 
employement and 
sponsorships lor McGill 
graduates by the industrial 
sector. 1 have experience as 
a SSMU club commissioner 
and V.P. Internal McGill 
cricket club. So gel involved 
- vote Saad Khan for V.P. 
University Affair. 



KRUZYNSKI, Anna 

My main goal, as Vice- 
President. University Affairs, 
is to ensure that graduate 
students are involved at 
every level of the 
négociations and decision 
making on the future of 
McGill. Other important 
issues include: I ) the need 
to change the requirements 
for the M.A./Ph.D. programs 
given the recent changes in 
time limitations; 2) 
increasing allocations for 
library holdings; and 3) 
supervisor evaluations. 



V.P. FINANCE 



IQTIDAR, Humeira 

With extensive experience 
in fund raising and 
administration, a finance 
concentration in MBA and 
unlimited enthusiasm. I 
feel confident of my ability 
to contribute effectively to 
the PGSS in the post of VP 
Finance. Today, when 
budgets are being cut for 
almost all institutions, I feel 
that the solution lies in 
creative strategies and not 
in cutting back on essential 
services. 



KAMELA, Martin 

I would like tc enact 
changes to streamline the 
PGSS administrative and 
business structures. These 
changes arc especially 
needed now. when the 
PGSS is suffering financial 
constraints. It is my belief 
that an essential part of the 
solution to our fiscal woes 
lies in such a restructuring. 
I also remain committed 
to a no-deficit policy. 



V.P. EXTERNAL 



RUNIONS, Erin 

I have been an active member of 
PGSS council. Since November 
1995, 1 have filled the position 
of VP- External Affairs. 

As VP-External, I will inform 
society members of issues of 
concern (eg. new governmental 
policies on education), propose 
and facilitate PGSS’ actions of 
protest, lobby provincial and 
national governments as called 
for by the society and the 
Canadian Federation of Students, 
and represent PGSS in Canada 
and Quebec. 



V.P. ADMINISTRATION 



SIDDIQUI, Sadaf 

A masters student in Civil 
Engineering, 1 am running for 
the position of VP- Admin, and 
would like to get involved in 
student politics. I have 
participated actively in student 
life at McGill during my 
undergraduate studies, as the Co- 
Editor of the Engineering 
Yearbook for two years and VP 
Finance of the Student of the 
Canadian Society of Engineers. 



BOARD 

OF GOVERNORS 



ROSHUCK, Alex 

1 hope to be of service to 
graduate students by 
protecting their rights, and 
making sure that our point of 
view can be heard. Without 
reminders that McGill is a 
public trust which should be 
administered with the legimate 
interests of the students in 
mind we, as students, will 
suffer. 



PRESIDENT 
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CLASSIFIED ADS 







npâri?ino ic i5hnn r ?' 9h0 2i* 4 D 00 ' Success to all students. Word- 
ln ?J s 14h 3 ‘yV 0 working days Perfect 5.1. Term papers, resumes, 
» U c» c ** applications, transcription of micro-cas- 

ficc & ( wi, h vakc * ID ) : se <tes. Editing of grammar. 27 yrs. 
al'wP p ?LnX' 3 or r D ore consecutive experience. S1.75/D.S.P, 7 days/week. 
Pu y hi'^'« 7 n p f r „ day ‘ 1 £ am P ys ' Peel / Sherbrooke. Paulette / 

Publie. 55.70 per day, or $4.85 per Roxanne 288-9638/288-0016. 

day lor 3 or more consecutive days. — 

Extra charges may apply, and prices Word processing (937*8495) 
do not include applicable GST (7%) or I erm papers, résumés, forms 
PST (6.5%). Full payment should design, correspondence, manu- 
accompany your advertising order and | c ~ P c.ik« ser ^ a j d ^^w* 0C °P^^ ? :8 P 
may be made in cash or by personal 

cheque (for amounts over $20 only). (Wordprocessing term-papers, 
For more information, please visit our theses, reports etc. WordPerfect 5 1, 
office or call 398-6790. WE CANNOT Laser printer. Fast, professional ser- 
TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE vice. Good rates. Close to McGill. 

Brigitte 282-0301. 



— - — v i u v. ml vni 1 1 1 vy i 

TAKE CLASSIFIED ADS OVER THE 
PHONE. PLEASE CHECK YOUR 

AD CAREFULLY WHEN IT APPEARS 



IM tùcdaoVo' VL" 'A7, ' ' McGill College/Sherbrooke 

in i r-it rArcH. I he Daily assumes no quality word processing of term 
financial responsibility for errors, or papers, theses, résumés, bilingual, 
damages due to errors. Ad will re- Also diskette laser printing at 600 

appear free of charge upon request if dpi, Ginetle 848-0423. 

information is incorrect due to our Proof reading/Copy editinq. 
error. The Daily reserves the right not Fast turn around, competitive prices 
to print any classified ad. Anne 487-7638 dathy 485-1 169. 



« not tun i aiuuiiu, lumuemivu ur 

Anne 487-7638 Cathy 485-1169 



1 ‘Housing 



Condo A1 cond. 377 Sherbrooke 
W. 900 sq. ft. 1 Br. Air cond. Indoor 
garage. Wall-to-wall carpet. 4 appl. 
included. Bright & quiet. Must Sell. 
$119,000 or best offer. 397-1544. 



Stanley near Sherbrooke-') ” V • . 0S tormatted 
Beautifully renovated - reasonable h2fL po f*? d P n lhe , ln,arr J et w, | hin 48 
prices. Stove & fridae 3) 41 avail- £, our ?' l m P res ? potential employers, 
able. Reserve now ?514) 849-3897 pne-time ’ e e of $30. Phone 369-2106, 



prices Stove & fridge. 3) 4) avail- One-time 
able. Reserve now (514) 849-3897 
or (514) 288-6782. leave ms 

2-Movers/Storage 



7 -For Sale 



Summer Business: Are you an 
entrepreneur? Great opportunity with 
|ow starl-up cost, management train- 
ing, earn up to $800/week, vehicle 
required, call Greenland Irrigation 1- 
800-361-4074. 



Children's camp in Laurentians 
requires registered nurse, nurs- 
ing assistant, secretary, food sen/ice 
staff. Telephone 485-1135. Fax 
resume to 514-485-1124. 



Can you bear it?! 

The $2 coin is here. Sell a new product 
to retail businesses and earn a com- 
mission on every sale. Call 844-6540 
for info. 

Pripstein’s Camp, 

Laurentians: Waterski head, kayak, 
windsurf, canoe, sail, tennis, gym- 
nastics, basketball, football, soccer, 
judo, archery, art, beadmaking, pot- 
tery instructors. June 25-Aug 14. 
Fax resume : 481-7863. 

Camp Counselors Wanted 

Trimdown Fitness, coed camp located 
in the Catskill Mountains of NY. All 



11 -Lost & Found 



Lost- Pearl necklace in mid-Feb. 
near Amelio's- corner milton & Ste. 
Famille. Sentimental value. Call 
Danielle 766-4742. 



1 3-Lessons/Courses 



Want to become a 
professional Music Artist? 

Come visit us at the Lasalle Music 
Academy. We offer a wide variety of 
. lessons. Call today 363-6771 . 

Singing Lessons 

Private lessons with experienced (20 
yrs) bilingual teacher. Beginner to 
advanced. Classical, Broadway, Pop, 
near downtown. 484-5407 evening. 

14-Notices 



sports, waterskiing, canoeing, ropes, 
lifeguards, crafts, dance, aerobics, nutri- 
tion, kitchen, office, 120 positions. Call 
Camp Shane. (800) 292-2267. 



REnQytcGiLL 

Le 3 ->NiGHTLINF 
W 598-6246 



McGill Nightline open 6pm-3am a 
confidential and anonymous line. We 
offer listening, referrals and informa- 
tion. Call at 398-6246 398-MAIN. 



CRUISE SHIPS 




Students Needed! 



Earn up to 
$2,000+ per month 
working for Cruise Ships or Land-Tour Companies. 
World Travel (Hawaii, Mexico, the Caribbean, etc.). 
Seasonal and Full-Time employment available. No exp. 
necessary. For info call: ifffi 

Cruise Employment Services — 

(206) 97 1 -3552 ext. C40054 / 



'“^“'EASTERN 
' -A EUROPE 

ai» ^ T e;lc h basic conversational English in 

‘SV f Prague, Budapest, or Krakow. No 

yJl / teaching certificate or European 

languages required. Inexpensive Room & 
Board + other benefits. For details, call: 

(206)971-3682 Ext. K40051 



15-Volunteers 



Seeking children 24-36 

months for Concordia study on bilin- 
gual development. Must hear French 
& English. 2 visits to loyola. $20. Call 
liana 848-2279. 



Board of Directors 
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URGENT MEETING 

Tuesday March 5, 1996 
4:30 pm 

Union Room B-09 

RSVP 



6-Services Offered 



On-line CV’s. Résumés formatted 



Moving/Storage. Closed van or ca * n °ra. Itek 540. Good condi- 
truck local & long distance. Ott-Tor- l!29,;,. mail ?* aine 3 b Y KBR Graphics. 
Van-NY-Fla-7 days, 24 hours low or best offer. 398-6790 ask for 
rates. Steve 735-8148. ’ Mark ’ 




PGSS Fee Increase Referendum 

YOUR SOCIETY CAN’T SUPPORT YOU WITHOUT 

YOUR SUPPORT! 

The Post Graduate Students’ Society (PGSS) asks you to endorse a Society 
fee increase, the first in seven years. This fee increase is part of an overall plan that 
includes a commitment to decreasing administrative inefficiency and to balanced 
budgeting. This plan will help us overcome the fiscal problems of the past several 
years which were due, in part, to: 

• increasing inflation with no corresponding fee increases • reduced beverage 
consumption • unionization of Thomson House staff • and reduced borrowing 
privileges from McGill. 

We feel this fee increase is a small price to pay for continued support of the wide 
variety of services the PGSS offers, including: 

• Use of the Graduate Student centre, Thomson House 

• Conference, party and meeting room facilities 

• Bar and Restaurant service 

• Free weekly movies 

• Travel awards program 

• Departmental grants program 

• The PGSS Handbook 

• Summer softball league 

• Health and dental insurance 

• Representation at the University, Provincial and Federal levels 

We encourage you to read your referendum ballot and/or attend one of the sched- 
uled election debates for more detailed information. 

PLEASE SUPPORT YOUR STUDENT SOCIETY 
VOTE IN FAVOUR OF THE FEE INCREASE 



1996 SSMll Spring Election 
and Referendum 
Poll Locations and Hours 



Bronfman 
Burnside 
Chancellor Day 
Currie Gym 
Douglas Hall 
Education 
Leacock 
McConnell Eng 
McIntyre Med 
Music 

Redpath Library 
RVC 

Shalner 
Solin Hall 
Stewart Biology 
Strath. Dentistry 



Thurs. Mar. 7 


Wed. Mar.13 


Thurs. Mar. 14 


Frl. Mar. 15 


Closed 


Closed 


11:30-14:00 

16:30-20:00 


11:30-14:00 


11:30-16:30 


11:00-16:00 


10:00-16:30 


10:00-12:00 


11:30-16:30 


11:00-16:00 


10:00-16:30 


10:00-16:00 


Closed 


Closed 


11:00-15:00 


10:00-16:00 


Closed 


Closed 


16:00-19:00 


Closed 


Closed 


Closed 


17:00-20:00 


Closed 


Closed 


Closed 


11:30-16:30 


10:00-13:00 


11:30-16:30 


11:00-16:00 


10:00-16:30 


10:00-16:00 


Closed 


11:00-16:00 


10:00-16:30 


11:00-17:00 


Closed 


Closed 


13:30-18:00 


13:30-16:00 


Closed 


Closed 


10:00-13:00 


11:00-14:30 


Closed 


11:00-17:00 


10:00-19:00 


10:00-17:00 


Closed 


11:30-14:00 


11:30-14:00 

17:00-19:00 


11:30-14:00 


11:30-16:30 


11:00-17:00 


10:00-20:00 


10:00-17:00 


Closed 


Closed 


16:00-20:00 


Closed 


Closed 


11:00-14:00 


10:00-14:30 


10:00-13:00 


Closed 


11:30-14:00 


11:30-14:30 


Closed 



17 conuenient locations over 4 days! Exercise your right to vote! 



>• \ • 
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Rob Abrawowitz 
Aaron Chase 
Mark Feldman 
Alexander Reid 
Conrad Sichler 
Jackie Reis 
M-J Milloy 
Marie Louise Cariepy 



/BrilliantX 

Colour 

Printiog/ 



EPSON 

Stylus Colour Ms 

Award-winning Photo 
Quality Colour Printing 
for the Whole family. 

- Print on plain or special paper 

- Photo Quality colour in EPSON 

720 DPI mode £ 299 * 

‘(After US 30$ MAIL IN REBATE) 

Stylus Colour II 

- 720 X 720 dpi Quality Colour 

- Windows & MAC Compatible 

- Print on Plain Paper or special 

$549 



486DX4 

iioo 



Mm 



System 

4Mb Ram, 3.5* FD, 850Mb HDD 
1Mb SVGA PCI, 14‘ Col. Monitor Nl 
101 Bii. Keyboard, Mini-Tower 
QuadSpeed CD-ROM, 
SB 16 Comp. & Speakers. 
. 2 Year Warranty 

y I 40y $5 1 per month 



844-2914 
Serving McGill Students for 18 years. 



blhetic services 2ÛX discount 
waxing, fodol, manicure, pedicure 
225 Sherbrooke W. cr. Jeanne Mancc 



OP ADLER SCHOOL OF 
CTO PSYCHOLOGY MONTREAL 

(affiliated with Adler School of Professional Psychology in Chicago) 
is NOW accepting applications for 
registration in September 1996 
for the 



MASTER of ARTS DEGREE 

in Counselling Psychology 

Flexible Scheduling/ Weekend Courses 
Applicants from all undergraduate programs considered 

FOR MORE INFORMATION: (514) 482-8789 

Eiujtiire about Certificate programs in Art Therapy, Substance 
Abuse, Group Psychotherapy, Marriage & Family Therapy 



• Eyes Examined 

• Eye Glasses (2 for 1) 

• Contact Lenses (from $89) 

• Student Discount 



Dr. David Kwavnick, O.D. 
1535 Sherbrooke St. W. 
(corner Guy) 

933-8700 



Introducing 



While qualities last, with this ad. onlyl 
II prices are cash, certified cheque or interac! 



Formatted 
Disks 

3.5" HD, 1.44Mb 

3ono$15 

Fax/Modems 

28.SKS Ini. ji 199 

IMS Ini. }<S0 

96 /m {30 



URGENT MEETING 

Tuesday March 5, 1996 
4:30 pm 

Union Room B-09 

RSVP 



Shampoo, cut & style: 
Men Women 
s 15. 2 ' s 20. , "/ s 25.' s 

ALL TAXHS INCLUDED 



J&r Super Savings!! 
on Hard Drives 

1.6GB HDD. ..$389 
1.3GB HDD.. ..$339 
1.08GB HDD...$309 
850MB HDD... $299 



Access 



Inio 



Tech 



Tough on the Road, 
Easy on the Budget 

EPSON COLOUR 

ActionNote 660C 



- Fast 486DX2-66MHz Processor 

- Large 10.3" Passive Colour Display 
with Built-In Local Bus Vt deo 

- 8MB Ram , 340MB HDD, 3.S" FD 

- Type III PCMCIA Slot 

- Built-In Trackball 

$76 per month $21 99 



OPTOMETRIST 



t 



Bp « 



Board of Directors 
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Smart Value Colour 
Notebook w ith Audio 
and Fax/Modem 

EPSON colour 

ActionNote 
895C Colour 



Fast 4H6DX4-IOOMHz Processor 
Large 10.4" Passive Matrix 
with Built-In 32 Bit VLB Video 
540MB Hard Drive, 3.5" FD 



8MB Ram exp. to 24MB 

$109 per month $3199 



PENTIUM-75 

8Mb RAM, 3.5" FD, 
850Mb HDD, 1Mb SVGA PCI 
14" SVGA Colour ,28mm Nl 
101 Bit. Keyboard, Mini-Tower 

2 Year Parts & Labour Warranty 

$53 per month $1399 











